NEAN

Approvecrfp‘%or Release 2006/06/19 : CIA-RDP88- D135C R000200400008-2
RICIMOND NEWS LEADER = .

16 AUG 1972

= im‘:h‘:"""’
o e NI m\«ﬂr“‘ o ’?
-H

Qh”-!h'*hw“ e i
3 AT R TR

5 | ANNLLOYD MERRIMAN :

» POHTICS SPIES
| New N@V@E _
" On Penmg@n CIA

e . s geaapom
TR o e e R YT

PR . '-

,.:5..'...“',.7\.»\ T

-u\~"

Concemra?@ )

Tt g 1—-—.'—»‘;1

13

-

-

s SRS tdfiﬂ.<d-:‘é

2.
rard e

g

.;a-long way, owing in part to
“ the amazing complexity of

national . and mtemauonal

government affairs,

- Theseé two novels show en-.

“g» c:mnagmg and . discouraging
trends  inc the state of this
i'relatively new literary form

*‘attheprosentume )

.The novel about the Penta-
gon is a relatively poor mix-
:ture of dramna and dry facts
. (such ‘as the length of the”
Pentagon hallways) as it
‘ ¢races 'a .brief period in the -
. life of a Navy captain, Wil-
< liam Montgomuy King Jr.,

» who is calight in a situation’

Gwith 7
sndes ;

.King first Jof al] is in hne fm'

i ‘a promotion to star rank, a

! promotion which scems tied :
< directly to the success of his "
i section to secure approval of
‘ an expensive new submarme
weapons system.
i ‘Meanwhile his wife is pin--
mg away dt home, wondering
F about their future, their way- -
" ward son.(who, they have just’
{ learned, has dropped out of,
. | college and run away with a
" long-haired girl), and wheth-
;' er she'is as desirable as she
i*once was.
? The. novel is -constructed
well; and some of the dia-
logue- is crisp and realistic,"
“but the _ situations often
; stumble on the thin line divid-
-mg melodrama and pure;
- icorn. The author is a for merl
T Time-Life - Pentagon corre- -
i spondent who slips in enur&ya

pressure from several

“happily ever after, with the |
- captain drdpping out of thel

Navy and the wayward son

bemg\near]y killed in a stu-|,

" dent riot in the Pentagon. But
he wasn’t.
have been, .

The other novel, on the
other hand,
site — a gripping, unpredic-

former member of the CIA.

taut, meaningful suspense
story in which the hero (or is
he?),
- he is' fed up with the aims of
his government in spy and in-
vestigative sccurity matters.

Soviets.

for the money, -and he gets
-big money. He provides some
valuable -information on this
government to the  Soviets,
gets spirited away to Moscow
to receive the top-award from
the party chairman himself,
and still manages to conceal
his activities.

with the book is that Franktin
escapes discovery for so long.
Not only is he relatively free
from suspicion at work, but
his -wife (whom we really
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Maybe he should |

is just the oppo-
table spy story written by a\/ i

Marchetti - has produced a.

Paul Franklin, decides |’

He - hires himself dut to be-’
-come:a double a;,ent foz the*

* Ostensibly he has done it

The only quarrel one has| . nearly everyone

~agent
yment. —EDITOR.)

"'psumc;on COUNTRY, by clay :
i Blaxr. Jr.; McGraw-Hill, $7.95.
" THE ROPE DANCER. by Victor !
i Qﬁ"f"e-“" Grossets, - eud ~Dunia 1 "tbd‘ T much’ “gee-whiz” “ind| “never get* to “know) “also™
oo e Y tion ab t}tl Pentagon |  abides by all his late’mght
o L . ormation about the Penta n
‘i Reviewed by STEVEROW . * g 02 B8 S0, 8 B e
'i‘ "lrhe r;o]mcal ',“;V}el and the - It also is a novel which| * The  plot twists abound.
. -politica :5py novel have come -ends  with -everyone living however, and eventually the

- chief “Commie-hunter” in the -
Cagency, an internal security.

head, confronts Paul with his :

“knowledge that Paul’s activi- .
~ties are known. But there-is -
an offer of help: If Paul can
- expose- the agency's Director .

and his. secretary, both- of -
whom are suspected also of
being Soviet agents by the se-
- curity chief, then Paul may.
- bespared treasoncharges. - -
. Paul’s life ends as the novel
'ends, and in much the same
impersohal manner as did.

“that of Alexander Leamas in

“The Spy Who Came in From
the Cold.” .The whole book
carries a cold feeling similar

. to Le Carres wmk through-

- out.
But there are questions as-

~the book closes. Was Paul be-
- lieved expendable by his So-

_viet comrades and .ordered
-killed, did American agents:
" éliminate him, or was he sim-
:ply the victim of a robbery-
_shooting in downtown Wash-:
Fington? '

Marchetti has constructed a -
fine enough book to keep ;
guessing.

(A Federal court has con-

“curred with a request by the
.Justice. Department and the

CIA to halt publication of
. Marchetti's rovel, because he
‘may have violated a .trust
agreement -between the CIA

,and its_agents on disclosing

i“*vital” information after the
leaves CIA employ-
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